Background
On March 11, 2011, an earthquake and tsunami struck the Tohoku area of Japan, causing serious damage to Tokyo Electric Power Co.'s (TEPCO's) Fukushima Daiichi nuclear plant, and a significant amount of radionuclides was released into the surrounding environment 1, 2) . These screening volunteers started to work immediately after the nuclear power plant disaster. The earlier groups risked internal radiation exposure because of the radioactive material in the environment.
Methods
The external radiation dose for each staff member was measured using a personal dosimeter (ADM-112;
Hitachi-Aloka Medical K. K.). The internal radiation doses were determined using a whole-body counter consisting of an iron room, the 8 inches φ × 4 inches t NaI (Tl) with four photomultiplier tubes (Fuji Denki), and a digital multichannel analyzer (MCA7600; Seiko EG&G) (Fig. 1) . Radiation levels were measured for 10 min using the whole-body counter, 3-4 days after returning from the dispatch. A spectral stripping method was used for the pulse amplitude analysis of 131 I, 134 Cs, . All the radioactivies were assumed to be taken by inhalation of 1.0 m aerodynamic diameter particles in this calculation.
Results
The dispatched period, working distance from TEPCO's plant, air dose rate, and external radiation doses of KURRI volunteers are listed in Table 1 showed that 51 cases were undetectable, and 4 cases showed doses of 2-15 μSv.
Discussion
We are not aware of any published report on internal exposure to cesium and iodine radiation measured with whole body counter in public after the early period following TEPCO's Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant accident. The staff stayed in Fukushima Prefecture for 34 days per dispatch, working at evacuation sites during the day and staying at a hotel near Fukushima City in the night. As shown in Tables 1 and 2 
